
 

 
 

     
 

Purpose 

The policy provides the timeframe for the preparation of Council’s annual budget to ensure that it is: 

1. provides Councillors with sufficient information to enable them to review and endorse the annual 

budget; 

2. provides Councillors, ratepayers and residents with adequate opportunity for input; and  

3. prepared for adoption by Council as early as possible. 

Policy 

Council’s intent is to produce the annual rates notice by August each year and to be adequately informed 
by the administration prior to adopting the annual budget.  

The annual budget will be prepared according to the following principles: 

1. By reference to the Long Term Financial Plan and Corporate Business Plan adopted by Council.  

2. Between January and March, a mid-year budget review for the current financial year will be 

undertaken. Council will adopt the mid-year budget review by 31 March.  

3. Councillors will be given an opportunity to present budget proposals.  

4. Between March and June, Council will be provided with information and/or workshops on topic such 

as: 

• Councillor and committee members entitlements; 

• Capital works program; 

• Operating expenses;  

• Rates modelling; 

• Special Area Rates; 

• Employee Costs; 

• Fees and charges and projected revenue; 

• Loans; and 

• Reserve Balances.  

5. A draft budget to be released for public comment for 14-day period in June (or earlier).  

6. A Final Budget will be presented to Council no later than July. 

7. The striking of rates will occur no later than August. 
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